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If  I  were  a  headline  writer,  I'd  probably  call  this  story,  which  has  come 
tome  today,  something  like  "Home-town  Family  Makes  Good",  -  or  "Where  There's  a 
Hill  here's  a  Way",  -  or  maybe,  -  "Government  Helps  Those  Who  Help  Themselves." 

The  story  of  the  Langley  family  begins  at  the  Bankhead  Farms,  Alabama,  on 
the  12th  day  of  February,  1938.    This  family  was  the  first  one  approved  to  receive 
a  tenant-purchase  loan  under  the  new  Bankhead- Jones  Farm  Tenant  Act.     The  12th 
of  February  was  the  date  of  the  ceremony  for  presenting  Wiley  Langley  with  a 
check  for  $3800,  with  which  to  purchase  the  farm  near  Jasper,  Alabama  which  the 
family  then  occupied. 

Before  the  final  loan  was  made,   the  Langley  family  had  to  be  recommended  as 
capable,  honest,  and  hard-working,  by  a  committee  of  3  local  farmers.     They  were 
also  certified  as  suitable  borrowers  by  the  Farm  Security  Administration's  farm 
supervisor. 

This  family  has  12  children,-  7  now  living  at  home.     They  also  take  care  of 
Jrs.  Langley"  s  brother,  a  disabled  veteran,  who  lives  with  them.    Mr.  Langley  has 

'      S  °f  forminS  experience,  and  has  lived  most  of  his  life  in  Walker 
J™  ?.    The  5  boys  who  are  still  at  home  are  intensely  interested  in  farming  and 
Want  *  stay  on  the  farm.    When  the  status  of  the  family  was  considered  it  was 

found  that  -on  +v,  •    i . 

-il  their  livestock  and  farm  equipment  was  heavily  mortgaged,  and  that 

°**crc  afraid  they  would  be  turned  off  the  farm,  even  as  tenants. 


The  Langley s  needed  financial  help  of  two  kinds.    Under  the  Bankhcad-Joncs 
Act  they  were  eligible  for  a  lorn  to  tar/  the  farm  and  repair  or  replace  the 
buildings,     The  $3800  check  they  received  was  for  that  purpose.     But  they  also 
needed  an  arrangement  with  their  creditors,   so  they  could  liquidate  their  mort- 
gages, and  provide  for  immediate  farm  and  household  operation.     The  Farm  Debt 
Adjustment  service  of  the  Farm  Security  Admini stra.tion  aided  them  in  mailing  a 
cash  settlement  with  their  creditors  whereby  debts  of  $1,082  were  reduced  to  $400, 

To  meet  the  requirements  before  the  Tenant-Purchase  loan  was  granted,  the 
FSA  supervisor  made  sure  that  the  land  the  Langleys  wished  to  own  was  capable  of 
providing  a  living  for  the  family.     It  had  to  be  good  enough  land  to  grow  food- 
stuffs sufficient  for  the  family  through  the  year,  and  to  grow  crops  of  livestock 
that  would  bring  in  cash  enough  to  make  the  scheduled  loan  repayments  and  increase 
the  family's  net  worth. 

The  farm  supervisor  found  the  Langley  farm  was  located  in  a  good  neighbor- 
hood, close  to  markets,   schools  and  roads.     The  soil  is  fertile  loam,  but  has  been 
planted  too  long  exclusively  in  cotton.     Diversified  farming  was  planned,  includ- 
ing feed  crops  for  the  farm  livestock  and  poultry.     The  family  was  also  advised 
to  set  out  a.  small  orchard,   since  they  were  now  assured  that  they  would  remain 
on  the  farm  until  the  trees  reached  bearing  age.     The  farm  has  an  excellent  water 
suPPly,  all  the  woodland  needed  for  home  use,  ample  pasture,  and  15  acres  of  young 
long-leaf  pine  timber  which  will  provide  additional  income  in  a  few  years. 
The  FSA  supervisor  and  home  management  specialist  have  worked  out  a 
schedule  of  payments  with  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Langley  which  will  enable  them  to  meet  all 
their  current  obligations  out  of  their  farm  produce.     The  type  and  size  of  crops 
to      planted,  the  amount  of  livestock  and  forage  to  be  raised,  and  the  fruits  and 
vegetaoles,  poultry,  eggs,  meat  and  milk  animals  to  be  kept  were  planned  in 
detail  -  even  the  number  of  quarts  of  canned  food  Mrs,  Langley  was  to  put  up  for 


the  winter. 

In  January,  1939,  one  year  after  receiving  the  Tenant-  Purcha.se  loan,  Mr. 
Langley  reported  that  he  had  "bettered  the  program  outlined  for  him  "by  the  Govern- 
ment,   He  had  done  all  the  government  representatives  asked,  and  more.     He  and  his 
sons  together  built  a  new  6  room  house,  using  timber  off  the  farm.     It  is  lighted 
ty  electricity.    Ho  bought  seed,  fertilizer,  and  other  necessities.    He  produced 
1500  gallons  of  milk  instead  of  900  as  scheduled.     Instead  of  7  hogs  and  1  "beef, 
he  and  the  boys  raised  15  hogs  and  a  beef.     Fifty-seven  gallons  of  sirup  bettered 
the  45  planned.     They  had  60  bushels  of  potatoes  instead  of  54.     Only  two  items 
showed  a  production  slightly  less  than  anticipated.     They  had  45  hens  instead  of 
50,    And  because  the  new  home  was  not  finished  until  late  in  the  summer  and 
there  was  no  place  to  do  canning  Mrs,  Langley  was  not  able  to  put  up  as  large  a 
supply  of  fruits  and  vegetables  as  she  had  planned.     She  did  put  up  500  quarts 
of  fruits  and  vegetables,  however,  even  though  some  canning  was  done  out  doors 
over  an  open  fire.  "Mr.  Langley  bought  his  wife  a  new  hat",   the  report  also  states. 

Perhaps  this  was  counted  when  the  increase  in  net  worth  of  $602,73  was 
figured,    Langley  has  paid  the  first  year's  installment  on  his  tenant-purchase 
loan  and  expects  to  pay  off  the  whole  amount  in  less  than  the  40  years  allowed  by 
the  Government, 

The  plan  for  this  coming  year  calls  for  2  acres  of  garden  stuff  for  home 
consumption,  and  enough  poultry,  milk  cows  and  other  livestock  to  meet  their  own 
needs.    Only  $89  will  be  spent  for  food  if  the  food  production  program  works  out 
as  Planned,     They  intend  to  double  the  number  of  quarts  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
canned  last  year,  and  to  produce  45  gallons  of  molasses  and  a  considerable 
Quantity  of  corn  meal  and  hominy.    Mrs.  Langley  and  her  daughters  will  make 
fflost  of  the  family' s  clothing.     Soil  building  practices  will  be  introduced  on  the 
-arm  for  the  first  time,  and  a.  crop  rotation  plan  has  been  worked  out,     Ample  feed 


will  "be  produced  for  the  livestock. 

The  Langley  family  is  typical  of  thousands  of  rural  families  in  all  parts 
of  the  country  who  have  long  dreamed  of  operating  farms  as  owners.     Under  the 
tenant  system  they  have  not  been  able  to  establish  themselves.    Under  the 
Bankhead  Tenant  Purchase  Act,  and  with  the  planned  management  of  the  Farm  Securi 
Administration,   this  dream  is  coming  true  already  for  some  6,179  rural  families. 
During  the  next  fiscal  year  approximately  7,068  more  farm  families  will  be 
approved  for  tenant  purchase  loans. 
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